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General

The five highlights of
February 2018
Life is busy! So you might not always have the time to keep up
with imec’s latest news and achievements. On this page, you can
find a quick overview of what imec has been up to in the past
month.

Imec.istart is ranked fourth in UBI Global Ranking
On February 22, 2018, at the World Incubation Summit in Toronto, Canada, UBI Global revealed its
biyearly university-linked incubator and accelerator rankings. They evaluated 1,370 programs from
across the globe based on over 50 parameters. As in previous years, imec.istart, imec’s business
accelerator program, was ranked as one of the top accelerators, obtaining fourth place in the
category ‘World Top Business Accelerator – Linked to University’. This makes imec.istart the best
ranked European accelerator. Want to know more? You can read the full press release here.

Looking for new perspectives? Secure your ticket for ITF Belgium 2018!
At imec, we keep pushing technological boundaries, making the impossible possible. To do this, we
continuously look for new insights that allow us to take innovation just that one step further. ITF
Belgium 2018 (May 23-24, Antwerp) is the perfect place to find, share and create these essential new
perspectives.
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With 60 talks by top industrial and academic experts from around the world - including Young Sohn
(Samsung Electronics), Siva Sivaram (Western Digital Corp.), Chin Lin-I (China Mobile Research
Institute), Jan Rabaey (University of California at Berkeley), Jay Flatley (Illumina), etc. - it is bound to
be an unforgettable experience. At our extensive demo floor, you can also discover more than 55
interactive demos, showcasing the best of tech innovation. The demo floor is also the perfect spot
to network with other bright and brilliant minds in your field of expertise. And don’t miss out on
our detailed perspective sessions on the tech future of specific markets such as health care,
artificial intelligence, start-ups and scale-ups, etc.
Click here to secure your ticket for the high-tech event of the year! You can find the full program at
our ITF website.

Imec presents breakthrough CMOS-MEA chip for multimodal cell interfacing
This month, at the ISSCC 2018 conference in San Francisco, imec presented its new micro-electrode
array (MEA) chip. Unlike most of today’s MEAs, this chip supports high-throughput multi-modal
measurements. Imec’s CMOS-MEA packs 16,384 active electrodes with signal processing, filtering
and analog-to-digital conversion on-chip, resulting in a very complete and compact system with
easy interfacing. The MEA also includes 1,024 low-noise readout channels that can be connected to
any of these electrodes. The chip enables a record-number of modalities on a single chip, i.e.
intracellular and extracellular recording, voltage- and current-controlled simulation, impedance
monitoring and spectroscopy functionalities. In this way, it can significantly improve the throughput
and versatility of cell-based assays.

The best way forward is together: open call for imec.icon projects
In February, we launched our first imec.icon call of 2018. The imec.icon research program is our
successful formula for demand-driven, cooperative research. Do you have an innovative idea in ICT,
the health sector, the manufacturing industry or other domains? Imec.icon can help you bring
together the ideal consortium of partners! Over a period of two years, a multi-disciplinary research
team of scientists, industry partners and/or social-profit organizations join forces to develop and
fine-tune digital solutions that are ready to be launched.
The imec.icon program has already resulted in more than 100 completed projects in very diverse
application domains. Check out our portfolio or click here to find out how you can apply! The open
call closes on 14 March 2018 (12 noon).
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Imec hits the road with the Techpedition!
In February we have been busy finalizing the Techpedition, a travelling pop-up expo filled to the
brim with demonstrations of imec technology. From invisible solar cells, digital stress coaches and
robots as co-workers to smart labels in packaging. The Techpedition will hit the road as of next
month and will show the Flemish public how imec’s technology can simplify and improve daily life
in the near future.
In the next few months, the Techpedition will travel through Flanders, opening its doors in 13
different cities. If you happen to be in Belgium in the near future, do check out our full calender (in
Dutch). In March, you will find us in Ghent (8-11 March) and Ostend (23-25 March). There is no
entrance fee and no need to make a reservation; just pop in if you are around!
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